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Kyoto National Treasure Navigation by Kyoto City Bus

Mako Kawasaki  Hiroshi Sunaga

1-79-1 Kitayama, Hirakata-shi, Osaka, 573-0196 Japan

E-mail: hiroshi.sunaga@oit.ac.jp

Abstract Kyoto, one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world, is home to numerous cultural assets including a
number of national treasures, and tons of visitors take the Kyoto City Bus to travel around places where they have these
treasures. In this study, we propose an application that can manage tourist spot and bus service information. Several bus
companies, including Kyoto City Bus, offer bus service information accessible by smartphone, which makes it possible to find
out whether the desired bus is approaching the nearest bus stop. However, their systems require the user to go through a lot of
steps to get the required information. With our application, on the other hand, it’s possible to access the same information by
simply touching the bus stop on the map or on the bus route map displayed on the phone. In addition, GPS displays the user’s
present location on the map, which makes it easier to tell where the nearest bus stop is. This application is especially useful for
tourists who want to cover as many sightseeing spots as possible within a limited amount of time. It helps them save time by
letting them know if there is a bus route that goes directly to their destinations or if the desired bus is coming shortly. It also
helps them make the most of their visits by offering easily-browsable basic information about their destinations before
reaching them. It allows them to enjoy their time at sightseeing spots even further by letting them know if the bus they want to
take next is approaching. To make this technically possible, we use Android to create map- or bus-route-map pages and
implement functions for necessary information to pop up and for page transition, which can be activated by touch operation.
The data itself is linked to existing websites, and their key words have been extracted in advance. We define such data as
general-purpose data structure. The prototype application has received a lot of favorable feedback.

Keyword Services Computing, Android applications[] Kyoto City Bus, National treasures in Kyoto
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