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DX for Japanese Classical Literature Education Using Old Maps
— Understanding Old Handwriting and Historic Sites—
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Abstract The Faculty of Information Science and Technology at Osaka Institute of Technology has been introducing PCs
and tablets in classical Japanese literature courses to enhance the students’ understanding, but this time, we are highlighting old
maps, mainly from the Edo period. The aim of our new application is twofold: to help understand the handwriting employed on
those maps as in place names, and to support groupwork in exchanging opinions about historic sites, such as the present state
of some temples and shrines, and their locational accuracy. We’ve already introduced virtual versions of Hyakunin Isshu,
handscrolls and folding screens using quest, puzzle, and quiz formats, which are all fun and can lead to in-depth learning.
Meanwhile, the new application is to support the students in learning old handwriting and forms of expression by focusing on
place names written on old maps. In addition, this application allows the students to deepen their understanding by sharing
their findings online about historic sites and their surrounding areas. The application, based on the Canvas function of HTML5,
is constructed with JavaScript and is designed to dynamically control the div element using a popup control. The application’s
prototype is attracting a lot of attention from the students and we believe it is making some contribution to DX-based education
in classical Japanese literature.
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